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FIRST DAY OF HKDSE
KICKS OFF WITH VISUAL ARTS
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First day of HKDSE kicks off with visual arts
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HEFAE Summary

The 2026 Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Examination (HKDSE) started with the Visual Arts
paper. The article emphasizes students’ emotions, preparation efforts, and the supportive environment at
exam centres, especially under rainy conditions. The story captures the atmosphere of anticipation, anxiety, and
readiness as students begin this major academic milestone.
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Word / Idiom Part of Speech Definition T Example Sentence

kick off phrasal verb to begin or start BHIE ~ BUED The new school year will kick off
something with an orientation day.

candidate noun a person who ZH4 «{E3E A Over 4,000 candidates sat for the
takes an exam or visual arts exam.
applies for a
position

ease their idiom to make oneself 1EfREXOENE4E | She listened to music to ease her |

nerves feel calmer before nerves before the interview.
something
stressful ‘

anxiety noun afeeling of worry | €& « EE The students’ anxiety was clearas |
or unease they waited for the results.

checklist noun a list of items to =] Before leaving, he went through his
be remembered or checklist to ensure he had
checked everything.

relief noun a feeling of TR~ W She felt a wave of relief when she
comfort after submitted her final paper.
distress or anxiety
is ended

bump into phrasal verb to meet someone | {838 ; fi R | bumped into an old classmate at
unexpectedly the café yesterday.

registrant noun someone who REZE The number of registrants for this
signs up or year’s exam reached a five-year
officially registers high.

for something

smooth adjective without problems | [BFIHY The operation went smoothly
or difficulties thanks to good preparation.
milestone noun an important Bz Passing the HKDSE is a major
event or stage milestone for Hong Kong students.
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